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Facing Our Demons During Lent sy« vikciary

“There are significant momentsin our lives
when we are forced to take stock of our lives when
we are forced to take stock of ourselves—to do a
spiritual inventory. Thisrequires that we face what-
ever ‘demons have made their home within us and
decide how to evict them.

Of course these demons are not little horned
creatures that wreak havoc in our lives or frightening
monsters that overpower us on our journey to truth
and justice and goodness. No, these demons are
homemade, as it were; they are bad habits and wrong
choices. They are the sum of all the times we have
surrendered our will to what is not good. They are
the sins we have committed, in what we have done
and in what we have failed to do.

Facing these demons and dealing with themiis
the first step on the long road of transformation.
That road is marked by many experiences of conver-
sion during which believers are invited to bring their
struggles and their efforts at growth before God, and
there, in the divine presence, to work things through,
assisted and supported by grace, Each year, the
season of Lent afford us this opportunity to face our
demons. Each year, the model set before us, to
inspire and move us forward, is Jesus Christ.”
(Patricia Sanchez)

As Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert for
forty days we are being led by the Spirit into Lent for
these forty days. Jesus' timein the desert helped him
to face who he was called to be and what he was
called to do. Although we don’t leave this place
where we live and work, we are called to enter into
this place in adifferent way that allows us to face
who we are as Christians and what we are called to
do.

We prepare to face down those demons that we
have allowed to stand in the way of our fuller union

with God. We consider our relationships with others
SO we may become better men and women, better
mentors, spouses, parents, children and friends. We
are to recognize our sins but not remain in them.

Lent isan excellent time to celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation and | encourage everyone to
do that in these forty days. This Sacrament helps us
to realize that when temptations come, we are not to
rely solely on ourselves, but we areto trust in God's
grace and goodness. It helps usto be able to say
with Jesus, “Get away Satan!”
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Lenten Almsgiving Project: Blessing Boxes

by Jo Engert, Director of Religious Education

he Blessing Box is our Lenten almsgiving

program. It isaway to practice our Catholic
Lenten tradition of prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing. All the money collected from the Blessing Box
goesto our sister city, San Rafael Cedrosin El
Salvador. We work closely with the Center for
Exchange and Solidarity (CIS) and their director,
Leslie Schuld. Together with CIS we devel oped
three main goals: high school and university scholar-
ships; stipend for the community’s Grassroots
Organizer; and Leadership Training for the scholar-
ship students and their parents. Just as we come
together as a community to celebrate the Eucharist
on Sundays, we can use the Blessing Box as away to
“break bread” together with family and loved ones.

We inviteyou to join in the traditional practices
of Lent and pray as a community, fast through mak-
ing sacrifices, learn about the joys and challengesin
the lives of our brothers and sistersin San Rafael
Cedros, and give concrete assistance to those most in
need.

Be sureto pick up your Lenten Almsgiving
Blessing Boxes at the Lenten Resources table in the
gathering space the weekend of March 5-6 and on
Ash Wednesday.

March 9, 2011

il Mass Schedule:
6:30 & 8:15 am

5:30 & 7:30 pm
AsH,

JKV bus transportation will be provided
for the 5:30 p.m. Mass. Residents must
call ahead to schedule, 347-2178.
Masses
Church Laws on Fasting & Abstinence
The Church’s laws on fasting and abstinence are
observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Fasting
applies to anyone between the ages of 18 and 59, who
are allowed one full meal on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday. Two light meals sufficient to maintain strength may
be consumed, but together should not equal a full meal.
Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids are
allowed. Anyone over the age of 14 should abstain from

meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday
and all Fridays of Lent.

Presentation Parish began a sister relationship
with the community of San Rafael Cedrosin 2006.
The El Salvador Committee works closely with the
Center for Exchange and Solidarity (CIS) and its
director, Leslie Schuld, to determine how our parish
can assist the people of San Rafael Cedros. We met
our goalsin 2010. Our goals for 2011.:

e 20 high school scholarships @ $300 each
o 10 university scholarships @$1200 each
e Grassroots Organizer Stipend: $4800

o Leadership Training: $1700

Total: $23,000

The El Salvador Committee meets the First Tuesday
of the Month a 7:00 p.m. New members welcomel!

Opportunities for prayer during Lent
beginning March 10:

Morning Prayer:
8 am, M-F, Church

Masses:
6:30 & 8:15 am, M-F

Eucharistic Adoration:
9 am to 8 pm, MWF, Cooper

Rosary:
Monday, 6 pm (Spanish); Tuesday, 5 pm (English)

Stations of the Cross:
Fridays: 2:15 pm (School); 7:30 pm, Church

Parish Reconciliation Service:
Sunday, April 10, 7 pm
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What Are You Adding to Lent?

By Tony Butel, Director of Adult Faith Formation

ave you been asked yet what you are going to

give up for Lent? Why do we give up things
for Lent? A quick response might be so that we
change our lives for the better.

We can give up things so that we better identify
with the poor in the world who don’t have adequate
food, clothing, shelter, etc. We give up thingsin our
lives that keep us from being our best selves. Self-
ishly, we probably often give up habits that we know
should not or need not be a part of our lives anyway.

Many times we are encouraged to add things to
our livesin Lent, instead of or in addition to giving
up things for Lent. Setting aside more time for
prayer, making a commitment to listen more to our
children or spouse, or do more spiritual reading
There are online resources that | find helpful when
desiring to grow in my spirituality. Onein particular
isthe Online Ministries at Creighton University. The
site offers daily scripture readings that | use for
prayer and reflection.

The site also offers reflections by different
writers at Creighton University on the readings of

T Reanlaton: ﬁgcemnggoisﬂerq

A Lenten Retreat for Women
with Fr. Paul Turner

Friday, April 8
7:30to 10:00 pm

Mulligan/Scheer
Cost: $10

Light refreshments will be provided.

fo celebrate it, and hejp you prepare for it. It will inspire you to make a good confession his
Lent and on many occasions in ihe future.

7:00: Retreat check-in, Mulligan/Scheer
7:30: Stations of the Cross, Church
8:00 - 10:00: Presentation by Fr. Paul Turner, Mulligan/Scheer

L

A Paul Turner is pastor of St. Munchin parish in Cameron, MO and
0 its mission, St. Aloysius in Maysville. A priest of the diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph, he holds a doctorate in sacred theclogy
« from Sant' Anselmo i |n Rome. He has authored several books

on the catechi a ts and liturgy. He is a former
President of the North American Acadery of Liturgy and a
team member for the North American Forum on the Catechu-
menate. He serves as a facilitator for the International
Commission on English in the Liturgy.

Qinun h~§'«3ag RTINS

Come early and enjoy a delicious fish fry dinner from 5:00 fo 7:30 p.m.
in the Auditonum. Cost of dinner is not included in the retreat registration fee.
Register after Masses the weekend of April 2-3.
Registration forms available in the gathering space or parish office.
The deadline fo register is Tuesday, Apri 5.

soft drinks
chocolate procrastination

junk foé%rd'”ess credit cards

sho in
MySpace pRnag
sweets :

red meat
twitter

swearing

the day. | often find that the reflections touch a deep-
er part of my being just reflecting on the readings on
my own. If you arelooking for spiritual reading that
incorporates the readings of the day, | encourage you
to check out the site. They also offer a section
“Praying Lent” to help you have a more meaningful
and prayerful Lenten journey.

Go to: http://onlineministries.creighton.edu

This evening refreat will help you understand the sacrament of reconciliation, remind you how

Our Lady of the Presentation

Fish & Shedwp Fry

Fridays during Lent
March 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8, 15

5:00 - 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium
Serving up the best “all you care to eat”
fish fry dinner in town!

Watch the bulletin or parish website
for full menu and more details!

Proceeds benefit Youth Mission Trips.

Sponsored by Presentation Youth Ministries.
Volunteers needed, call 251-1107!
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 816-251-1100
Fax: 816-251-1199
www.presentation-parish.org

Vision Statement
Our Lady of the Presentation is a
vibrant, Eucharist-centered
community offering all Catholics
participation in sacraments, social
action and Christian education.

Mission Statement
To share our gifts by providing
opportunities for spiritual growth
in worship, service, education and
community activities,
is our mission.

Our Lady of the Presentation Church

A ggm £ Elgming St. Joseph Table
oLoltory & oon
2 7 Sunday, March 20
Where:
o Blessing of Table
Time: followed by a
E’;ﬁm traditional Italian meal
served from
Description: lpm tO 5pm
in the auditorium.
Baked goods and

Italian cookies will
be for sale.

Proceeds from the St. Joseph Table will benefit
the Parish Emergency Assistance Fund and the

Little Sisters of the Poor.

Volunteers needed to bake cookies.
For more information contact Mary Kay Hayde, 251-1125.




