
Please help support our sixth grade Girl Scout Cadettes annual Toys for Tots toy drive.  While 
you are out shopping consider picking up an extra toy for local children in need.  We will deliv-
er your donation to the Toys for Tots warehouse.  Place your donation in the container provid-
ed near the school office.  Please drop off your donation by the end of the day December 16th.  
Thank you so much for your support.  Any questions call Michele Warnecke 816-525-1354. 

Also-Stuco dress down day 50 cents, Fri., Dec 16. Money will go to Toys For Tots. 

FIFTH GRADE SERVICE PROJECT - 

KINDNESS BRINGS CHEER TO ELDERLY 

Generosity means sharing what you have with 

others with a happy spirit.  Generous people 

give their time, talents and treasure to help 

others……….The 5th graders will be Christ-

mas caroling at Little Sisters of the Poor 

on Thursday, Dec. 15.  We are taking with 

us personal care items for the elderly resi-

dents.  Please help us by sending a donation 

to school  by Dec. 15.  Suggested 

items:  toothpaste, toothbrush, mouthwash, 

wipes, tissues, lotion, Dove soap, knee high 

nylons, sugar free candy, etc.  THANK YOU!!!! 

The Christmas Fair and Panther Shop 

are Monday!  See the Flyers in this 

publication for more info. 
Please review the shopping list with your students be-

fore they come to the Christmas Fair on Monday.  The 

ladies still use some help.  If you can assist, sign up here:  

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F084FA4AF229-

christmas  The password is “Christmas” 

REMEMBER SCRIP THIS HOLIDAY SEASON  

Please remember to support the PTO Scrip program with your Christmas purchases.  You can 
place your order at presentation.scriporder.com or stop by the library Mon., Wed., and Fri-
day before pickup or Mon. and Friday in the morning at drop off.  We are also available at 
weekend Masses. 

Cookies with Santa, 1-3 pm, Sun. Dec. 11th, OLP auditorium. 

Holiday HappeningsHoliday Happenings  
ROBOTICS TEAMS TO COMPETE 

Come cheer on the robotics teams!!  This Satur-

day, December 10, four OLP robotics teams will 

be competing in the Kansas City Regional Quali-

fier at Bingham Middle School, 1716 S. Speck 

Road, Independence, MO  64057.  Judging and 

table competitions are between 9:30am and 

3pm.  Admission is free, so come cheer on the 

OLP Robotics Teams!!   



TUITIION REMINDER 

As a reminder….please keep up to date on your tuition, it’s easy to overlook through the Holi-

days.  The next report card date is January 4th.  If you need to check your status please feel 

Scholarship and Placement Test for In-

coming Catholic High School Freshmen  

All 8th grade students planning to attend a 

Catholic high school next fall must take the 

Scholarship and Placement Test on Saturday, 

Jan. 7.  All Catholic high schools are testing 

sites. Doors open at 8 a.m., and the test be-

gins at 8:30.  The test is an entrance require-

ment for all diocesan and private high schools 

in the Diocese of Kansas City ~ St. Jo-

seph.  Students may test at Archbishop O’Ha-

ra, Bishop LeBlond, Cristo Rey in Kansas City, 

Notre Dame de Sion, Rockhurst, St. Mary’s, 

St. Pius X, or St. Teresa’s Academy. Please call 

the school of your choice to reserve a spot. 

Auction Class Projects Need Volunteers 

Thanks for all who have volunteered for the 

class projects so far!  We still have a 

few classrooms that need volunteers:    

3rd grade: VanBecelaere; 5th grade: Russell, 

Feuerborn;  6th grade:  Lock, Memoly, and 

Rogers;  7th grade:  Nyhan, Vittorino  

Please email Lori Meyer 

at  lorimariebailey@hotmail.com or call (816)

623-3123if you are interested in participating 

in the project.  Help make the 2012 auction a 

success! 

OLP Choristers open to 2nd Graders 

Choristers are preparing to welcome their 
newest members from the Second Grade in 
January. Parents who “think” their child will 
be joining Choristers are asked to email their 
interest to Mr. Armstrong, darm-
strong@presentation-parish.org. Forms for 
registration and liability can be found at the 
OLP Choristers School web page. 

For information regarding OLP Choristers, 
click on the following link: http://
www.presentation-parish.org/Ministries/
Liturgy%20and%20Music/School%
20Choristers/School%20Chorister.htm.  

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS  

All School Mass— Monday, December 12th, 

celebrating Our Lady of Guadalupe, will be 

coordinated by Mrs. Vittorino’s 7th grade. 

Basketball Spirit Wear will be delivered on Monday, Dec. 12.  Eligibility Reporting Schedule 
for Basketball is included in this mailing. 

A St. John LaLande family has opened Strikerz Enter-

tainment Center (Independence - across from Cost-

co, next to Lowe's). Strikerz is a bowling center, ar-

cade and full restaurant & bar. They are having a 

special (tomorrow only - Dec. 8) $5 per person for 1 

hour of bowling, includes shoe rental. Excludes tax - 

up to 6 people per lane.   
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Dare Graduation 2011Dare Graduation 2011  

OLP Fifth Grade graduated from the 

DARE Program Monday, Dec. 5th. 

Above: Officer Chris Colon congratulates 

the essay presenters.  Left:  Each stu-

dent received this medal for completing 

the course.   Below: The entire gradu-

ating class pledged to stay drug and al-

cohol free. 





Panther Shop News: 
 Two Big Events coming Monday, December 12! See Flyer Below.  Pre-ordering available, if 
you are unable to attend the sale! 
 Our November - December Special, ($1.00 off each $10 spent), continues throughout Decem-
ber; but, will not be in effect at our December 12 Events. 
Please note, any Special Orders placed during the month of December will not be placed with our 

vendor until January. Expected Delivery - mid to late February  



ARCHERY—Required meeting next week 
Are you as excited about Archery as the kids have 

been?  Now it is time to bring a little competition to the 

fun!  There will be a MANDATORY parent meeting on De-

cember 12th at 5:30 in the Etue Room for those interested in 

joining an Archery Team representing OLP.  Because time is 

limited, please be prepared to sign-up if interested.  Check 

out the attached flyer for the details.  Thank you for your 

support and interest in helping to develop OLP's Archery 

Team!   



Staff Christmas gifts donations  
 



Check your kids' backpacks for a fun pen and pencil. Put them to good use over 

this four-day weekend crafting a submission to The Panther's Pen, OLP's student 

magazine. Applications are now being accepted for this special publication that show-

cases our kids' masterpieces. The deadline is January 20th, and the application is be-

low with complete revised guidelines. So get those creative juices flowing, and submit 

now! 



From Parker Uniform:  We are pleased to announce our December 20% off sale. This is a great 

savings event for parents.   We wish you and your families a wonderful holiday season!  



 Eligibility Reporting Schedule for Basketball 

Basketball eligibility reporting will be divided into two sessions (pre-season tournaments and season). 

Pre-Season Tournaments: 

12/5-3rd-8th grade reporting  

12/12-3rd-5th grade reporting 

12/19-3rd-8th grade reporting 

Regular Season and City Tournament Schedule: 

The first week of play is January 7th but with the short week we will not report. 

1/9-3rd-8th grade reporting 

1/17-3rd-5th grade reporting 

1/23-3rd-8th grade reporting 

1/30-3rd-5th grade reporting 

2/6-3rd-8th grade reporting 

2/13-3rd-5th grade reporting 

2/21-5th-8th grade reporting (if 3rd & 4th grade teams are participating in end of season tournaments, it is the AD’s respon-
sibility to let the school know) 

I have included the eligibility guidelines below: 

3rd- 5th grade 

Grades are monitored and reported to administration every Monday during the season. If a student has a grade below 
74% (C-) in any subject and at the teacher discretion is reported to administration, he/she will be given a warning. 
During this time, the parent is required to make contact with the teacher to discuss the grade. The student may be re-
quired to attend the Success Center and/or meet with the teacher in effort to improve the grade. If when grades are re-
ported again, the student still has a grade below 74% (C-) in the same subject, the teacher will either report the student 
as warned or ineligible to participate in extracurricular activities for the next week. (student may attend athletic practice 
but not participate in games). This cycle will continue through the sport (football/volleyball, basketball and track) season. 
In an effort to be fair to the students, eligibility will restart with each sport season. If a student misses three weeks due to 
academic ineligibility, he/she will forfeit his/her right to be a part of the team or group. 

Middle School 

Grades are monitored and reported to administration every other Monday during the season. If a student has a grade 
below 74% (C-) in any subject and at the teacher discretion is reported to administration, he/she will be given a 
warning. During this time, the parent is required to make contact with the teacher to discuss the grade. The student may 
be required to attend the Success Center and/or meet with the teacher in effort to improve the grade. If when grades are 
reported again, the student still has a grade below 74% (C-) in the same subject, the teacher will either report the student 
as warned or ineligible to participate in extracurricular activities for the two week reporting period. (student may attend 
athletic practice but not participate in games). This cycle will continue through the sport (football/volleyball, basketball 
and track) season. In an effort to be fair to the students, eligibility will restart with each sport season. If a student misses 
six weeks due to academic ineligibility, he/she will forfeit his/her right to be a part of the team or group. 

Behavior is the second component of the policy. Students in 6th-8th grade that receive two detentions (automatic or 
earned) and students in 3rd-8th grade who receive a suspension (in or out of school) in a two week reporting period, will 
be ineligible for two weeks. If a student misses six weeks in a season due to behavior issues, he/she will forfeit his/her 
right to be a part of the team or group. Additionally, if during school, at sporting events or at extracurricular activities, a 
student demonstrates immoral, illegal or disrespectful behavior, the student may be deemed ineligible or required to step 
down from the team or group. 

The third component of the policy is attendance. Students must be in attendance for at least three hours of the school 
day to attend an extracurricular activity that afternoon or evening, including after-school practices. If a student is ab-

sent of Friday due to illness, parents are expected to adhere to the 24 hour health policy and not allow the child to 
participate in weekend events if he/she was vomiting or running a fever. Students not in compliance with this 
attendance policy will be deemed ineligible for two weeks. 

The school administration will monitor/enforce the participation policy. Notification will be given to the athletic 
director, activity sponsor and to the parents each Monday during the reporting period. Reporting weeks will 
be listed in the Panther Prints and weekly emails. 



Attached is the flyer for the next Love and Logic class  taking place in January.  





U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee Votes to Repeal  Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) 

On Nov. 10, the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee voted 10 to 8 along party lines to repeal the 

Federal Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA).  DOMA was passed in 1996 and signed into law by then 

President Clinton. The law defines marriage for purposes of federal law as the union of one man 

and one woman. The judiciary committee is using an artfully deceptive strategy to repeal DOMA. 

The bill that repeals DOMA is called the "Respect for Marriage Act." Apparently, George Orwell's 

doublespeak is still alive and well. To pass the full Senate, the "Respect for Marriage Act" (repeal 

of DOMA) will require 60 Senate votes, which sponsors of the bill acknowledge they do not have 

at this time. The repeal bill is also not expected to pass the House of Representatives. 

Communications from Missouri Catholic Conference 

Family Rights, Duties at Heart of School Choice Debate 

Many school choice proponents tout how it will inject competition into the educational market-
place forcing schools to get better or close down. It is an argument with some merit, but it is not 
the focus of Catholic teaching, which stresses the rights and duties of parents to educate their 
children in accord with their moral convictions. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: 
 
"The role of parents in education is of such importance that it is almost impossible to provide an 
adequate substitute. The right and the duty of parents to educate their children are primordial 
and inalienable." (par. 2221) 
 
Education must begin in the home and K-12 schools are no substitute. And this education is about 
more than learning secular subjects. Parents have the responsibility to create "a home where ten-
derness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested service are the rule. The home is well 
suited for education in the virtues." (par. 2223) 
 
Catholic schools offer a natural extension of this education in the virtues and parents have the 
right to choose these schools for their child's instruction. The Catechism states that: "Public au-
thorities have the duty of guaranteeing this parental right and of ensuring the concrete conditions 
for its exercise." (par. 2229) 
 
Many parents, however, lack the financial ability to send their children to a school that corre-
sponds to their own convictions. For this reason, the Missouri Catholic Conference supports legis-
lation that would allow parents to claim a tax deduction or credit for their child's K-12 expenses 
 - be it for attendance at a public, private, parochial or home school. It is about family rights and 

duties. 



Catholic Teaching on Family 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church strongly affirms the importance of the family as "the original cell of social 
life" (par. 2207) and offers other insights into the proper relationship between society and the family: 
 
"The family must be helped and defended by appropriate social measures. Where families cannot fulfill their responsibili-
ties, other social bodies have the duty of helping them and of supporting the institution of the family. Following the princi-
ple of subsidiarity, larger communities should take care not to usurp the family's prerogatives or interfere in its life." (par. 
2209) 
 
The Catechism sets out specific ways in which government must honor and assist the family by ensuring especially: 

 "the freedom to establish a family, have children, and bring them up in keeping with the family's own moral and reli-

gious convictions; 

 the protection of the stability of the marriage bond and the institution of the family; 

 the freedom to profess one's faith, to hand it on, and raise one's children in it, with the necessary means and institu-

tions; 

 the right to private property, to free enterprise, to obtain work and housing, and the right to emigrate; 

 in keeping with the country's institutions, the right to medical care, assistance for the aged, and family benefits; 

 the protection of security and health, especially with respect to dangers like drugs, pornography, alcoholism, etc; 

 the freedom to form associations with other families and so to have representation before civil authority." (par. 2211)  

Take Back the Family 

Not so very long ago, Catholic homes were adorned with pictures of the Holy Family and families prayed the rosary 
nearly every day. Non-Catholics took note of how Catholics honored Mary, the mother of God. Faith and family were 
intertwined. 
 
Today, a Catholic home might look just like any other home. There might be a crucifix on a wall but the television, home 
computer and cell phones are ceded much more attention. No wonder Catholic parents have a difficult time imparting 
their faith and values to their children.   
 
Families face a culture that too often glamorizes evil and a media that markets sex and violence. In this brave new 
world, the individual comes first. Self-gratification is more important than personal commitment. As a consequence, mar-
riages now begin and end in just a few years or less.  
 
It is bad enough that the culture is so often hostile to family life; now government has joined in tearing down the family. 
Recently, California passed a law that allows a child as young as 12 to obtain the HPV vaccine without parental permis-
sion.  
 
It is time to take back the family. Ironically, this will require families to resist the temptation of withdrawing into their own 
private world. Ultimately, strong families will only flourish in a culture that supports them. So taking back the family - 
making it strong again - means parents must be involved in their neighborhoods and communities and even be active as 
citizens.  
 
The Missouri Catholic Conference is especially concerned with legislation and public policies that affect the family. The 
new California law is not the law in Missouri, but vigilance is necessary. This is one West Coast trend Missouri should 
not emulate. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=omh85scab&et=1108634250862&s=11637&e=0013Uile_6nAKDLgFBfwP3XsjTHJuZlFuny5IavqJWiR2bcFLPLj6g5HQ3G3LrUKfxuL773usylwg0dEbhFampIHDXkKV86-Xah-qfpWl6X7ICxGdzvBiBr2O6X1Tkst3VJ7eNL_6q9FxG7CdO1jT2eeJJS78b0kI5byEWxR6RVtPyc6oV61gbXNsJTTMU4x

