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Dear Parents, 

  On Monday, November 14th we will celebrate our annual STUCO 

Sack Mass with all donations going to Leeôs Summit Social Services.  This 

food collection benefits the many families struggling to put food on the table 

and is greatly appreciated by LSSS.  This long standing tradition is one of my 

favorite Masses at Presentation because it gives the students an opportunity to 

see how their small donation, together with the other studentsô, can make a big 

impact.  We are grateful to Student Council for providing us with this service 

opportunity and invite you to  join us if your schedule permits. 

 This past week we enjoyed our ñParade of Saintsò during the All 

Saintsô Day Mass.  Many thanks to the parents, Mrs. Lenihan and Mrs. Engert 

for assisting the students with their costumes and providing them the oppor-

tunity to learn about a particular saint.  If you were unable to join us for the 

Mass, please check page two or Facebook for a picture or watch the bulletin.   

 This week I also had the opportunity to observe the implementation of 

archery into our curriculum for 4th-8th grade.  I was impressed with the organi-

zation, focus on safety and the excitement on the studentsô faces when they hit 

the target. This program, along with the many other opportunities provided to 

our students would not be possible without the support and dedication of our 

volunteers.   

 We are so blessed here at Presentation to have such wonderful parents, 

grandparents, friends and parishioners who volunteer in many aspects to en-

rich the education of our students.  On behalf of the staff and students, we 

thank you for all that you do for us. 

 

May God continue to bless us, 

Mrs. Jodi Briggs 

Principal 

Our Lady of the Presentation Catholic School 
"Inspiring spiritual and academic growth" 

Phone 816.251.1150  Fax 816.251.1155 

 

Father, help us to live as the Holy Family, united in respect and love.  

 Bring us to the joy and peace of your eternal home. 
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MESSAGE FROM FATHER TOM 
Dear Parents: 

This month of November is a special month in our faith tradition. 

We set aside time to celebrate the Saints that serve as examples of 

faith and holiness for us. The Feast of All Saints actually begins on 

Halloween  (All Hallowsô Eve). ñHallowò is another word for saint. 

Although our observance of Halloween has become secularized, it 

has its roots in honoring the Saints. November is also a traditional 

time in our Church when we remember all of our beloved dead. 

The Feast of All Souls reminds us that our prayers for the deceased 

are important. We stay connected through prayer to our loved ones 

who have died and we pray that they share in the fullness of eternal 

life with all the Saints. November is a good time to incorporate the 

lives of the Saints into your conver-

sations and prayers at home and to 

pray for loved ones who have died. 

Learn something about a few of the 

canonized Saints in our Church and 

share stories about deceased family 

members and friends who are now 

special Saints in our lives. These are 

great ways to teach our children that 

the prayers of the Saints give us 

strength and that the bonds of love 

never end.        

Fr. Tom Holder 

Mrs. Lenihanôs second graders represented 

the saints at the all-school Mass on All 

Saints Day .  

Above:  Back (l/r): Lily Sage, Cecelia Un-

ger, Katie Phillips, Grace Ragusa.  Front (l/

r): Bella Valencia, Emily Joyce, Ellie Con-

nors, Mara Saladino, Lauren Rybowicz, 

Ella Melton 

Right:  Back (l/r): Nicholas White, Colin 

Flattery, Connor Adams, Dominick Ruby.  

Front (l/r): Alex Wilding, Luke Bailey, 

Henry Meiners, Alex Latterell 

Special thank you to Jo Engert and Jeanne 

Flattery for helping with all the costumes 
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OLP Happenings 

November 

  9 7th Grade Field Trip to OHS  
 10 Fire Safety 
 11 Kindergarten to Paradise Park  
 14 Sack Mass 
 14 School Advisory Board 6:30 * 
 15 2nd Grade to Paradise Park 
 16 Midterms 
 17 Stuco Meeting 
 18 Stuco Dress Down Day 
 18 Cyber bullying prevention program  
 23 Kindergarten Program 11 am. 
 23 Early Release/Spirit Day 
 24-25 Thanksgiving Break 
 
Early December 

 3 Cookies with Santa, 2-4:30 pm  
 6 PTO Meeting 6:30 pm 
   
 

Mass With  

the Children  

Monday, November 7  

Lector:  Dreah Kuckleman  

Coordinating Class:  Mrs. M. VanBecelaere 

Theme:  St. Frances Xavier Cabrini  

 

Monday, November 14 

Lector:  Jacob Poletis  

Coordinating Class:  STUCO 

Theme:  SACK MASS  

 

Monday, November 21 

Lector:  Leanna Jakobe 

Coordinating Class:  Mrs. Reaka 

Theme:  The Presentation  of the Virgin Mary 

 

Monday, November 28 

Lector:  Grace Naumann  

Coordinating Class:  Mrs. Rogers 

Theme:  1st Week of Advent  

 

Monday, December 5 

Lector:  Danielle Rotert  

Coordinating Class:  Mrs. Bisacca  

Theme:  St. Nicholas  

 

 

Peace and Blessings, 

Jo Engert  

Director of Religious Education  

Our Lady of the Presentation   

Fridge Worthy 

News 

Cut out on the dotted 

lines and keep on the 

fridge so you are  

IN the KNOW 

P A N T H E R  P R I N T S  

*School Advisory Board  
Minutes from the October Meeting are now posted to the school website.    

Next meeting will be Monday, November 14th at 6:30 p.m.   There is always an open 

forum at the beginning of each  meeting. If you would like to participate in the open 

forum, please contact Tim Drake timdrake6@yahoo.com  prior to the meeting.  

mailto:timdrake6@yahoo.com
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Counselorôs Corner  
As Christians, we are blessed beyond measure.  God has given us the priceless gifts of eter-

nal love and eternal life.  We, in turn, are instructed to approach our Heavenly Father with 

reverence and thanksgiving.  We are busy people and sometimes fail to pause and thank God 

for the countless blessings he has bestowed upon us.  When we slow down and express our 

gratitude to him we enrich our lives and the lives of those around us..  May we live each day 

with Thanksgiving in our hearts and share our blessings with others.  As Thanksgiving ap-

proaches this month let us tell the many people in our lives how thankful we are for them 

and how they have enriched our lives every day. Treasure this holiday and enjoy the time 

with family and friends.   

Service Hours Update  
Our studentôs strive to get the Presidential Service Award. In order to obtain this award we 

ask the students keep track of any service opportunities that they do throughout this school 

year. I will be offering many ideas in Panther Prints that the students have worked on either 

at school, home or the community. The service tracking sheets are on the website or at the 

school office. I will collect the studentôs hours in April and we will have an Awards Ceremo-

ny in May in church. I will also count service sheets with hours that are under 50 hours be-

cause I want to acknowledge and thank those students for providing service to our school 

and community. A student who obtains 50 -74 hours will receive a Bronze Award. A student 

who obtains 75-99 hours will obtain the Silver Award and a student who obtains 100+ hours 

will receive the Gold Award. Last year our students had 11,573 service hours for their 

school, community and families. We are proud of all of our students.  

Obedience 

The character trait for November is ñObedience.ò Obedience means doing what you are told 

with a happy, submissive spirit.  It means living according to Godôs commands.  An obedient 

person makes good choices and does the right thing. This character trait will be discussed in 

all of the classrooms through the month of November. I will be providing stories, activities, 

and discussion questions for the teachers to use on these character traits throughout the 

school year.  

 

Thought for the week: ñLord, turn our hearts and minds toward you every day for help in 

obeying you.ò 
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NURSESô NOTES 

 

Too Much Halloween Candy? 

 
Well, Halloween is over and now you are left with massive amounts of candy in your house. 

Now the question is  - what to do with all that candy. The kids love it but do you really want 

them to eat it all? You certainly donôt want to have it sitting around forever tempting you. We 

have an answer for you. Take out the candy that you will allow your children to eat over the 

next week and bring the rest to the Health Room. Our teachers love chocolate and sometimes 

a little piece of chocolate is all it takes  to help make their day a good one.  We all know that 

a happy teacher makes for happy students and we all want our students to be happy. Itôs a win

-win situation. Your children get to eat some of their Halloween candy but not so much to 

make them sick! Our teachers get their dose of chocolate to ensure a good day with your stu-

dents.  We are happy to help you with the Halloween candy dilemma so bring your leftover 

chocolate candy to the Health Room ï everyone is happy and no one gets sick!!! 

 

Wintertime precautions 

 
With winter weather coming up, itôs time to pull out the hats and scarves. We would like to 

remind you that sharing hats, scarves and headbands can be a way to spread head lice. We 

recommend that our students not share these objects to cut down on the chance of head lice in 

our school. We know of a couple of mild cases this year and we would like to prevent any 

more cases. Parents, if you notice your child scratching their head excessively please check 

them for lice. At this time of the year it might be dry skin but by checking their heads you 

will know for sure. Remember that lice like clean hair best. If your child gets lice it is not be-

cause they are ñdirtyò. It is possible to get lice anywhere; at the movie theater, on an airplane 

or close contact with someone who has lice. If your child does contract lice this year, there 

are many shampoos available over the counter to deal with them. If you would like more in-

formation on head lice just let us know ï we have a lot of information that we would be hap-

py to give you. 

Boosting your Immune System 

 
Cold and flu season is rapidly approaching. Here are some tips to help keep your im-

mune system in tip-top condition. 

 

Wash Your Hands Frequently. 

Scrub your hands vigorously with soap and warm water while counting to 20, or use an alco-

hol based hand sanitizer. 

 

Donôt Touch Your Face. 
Avoid touching your nose, eyes and mouth ï itôs one of the most common ways people catch 

and spread colds. 
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Use Disposable Tissues to Cover Sneezes and Coughs. 

Avoid covering the sneezes and coughs with your hands. Use a tissue and then dispose of it im-

mediately. 

 

Drink Plenty of Water. 

Stay hydrated ï it helps flush toxins from your body. It is recommended that you drink water 

throughout the day. 

 

Get Proper Rest. 

Create a consistent bedtime routine. Going to bed at the same time each night helps your body 

to anticipate sleep. 

Create relaxing habits before bedtime. Turn down the lights, take a warm bath or read just be-

fore bed.  6-10 hours of sleep are recommended per night. 

 

Eat Well. 

Eat at least 5-9 servings of fruits and vegetables a day. Focus on dark green, red and yellow 

fruits and vegetables. 

Eat at least 2-3 servings of dairy a day. A cup of low-fat yogurt can help reduce susceptibility 

to colds. 

 

Stay Smoke-Free. 

Heavy smokers get more severe and frequent colds. 

Smoke ï even second-hand smoke ï dries out nasal passages, paralyzing the delicate hairs in 

your nose and lungs that help sweep cold and flu germs out of your nasal passages. 

 

Minimize Germs in the Backpack and Lunchbox. 
Your son or daughterôs lunch box may have more in it than the juice box and sandwich you 

packed this morning. Lunch boxes as well as backpacks can harbor germs that cause colds and 

flu. Here are some tips to keep these school accessories free from unwanted visitors. 

 

Wash it out once a week. 

Many backpacks and lunchboxes come with instructions on washing and should be followed. 

Disinfecting wipes work well for nonporous surfaces like lunchboxes. 

 

Prepare lunch on clean, disinfected surfaces. 

Cracks and crevices in your cutting board provide plenty of space for bacteria to grow. People 

donôt disinfect cutting boards and they should. Donôt cut up chicken and then salad on the same 

cutting board without disinfecting it. Better yet use separate ones for raw meat and making sal-

ads. 

 

Teach your child to wash their hands before lunch at school. 

It really works. The #1 time to wash your hands is before you eat anything. Use soap and water 

and a little elbow grease. Studies show that people who wash their hands seven times a day 

have about 40% fewer colds than the average person. 
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Cut up sandwiches and snacks. 

Sharing is important and often stressed to children, but sharing food is another story ï especial-

ly during cold and flu season. Donôt give people a bite of your apple. If your child likes to 

trade and share, cut fruit and sandwiches in pieces to make sharing easier and safer. 

 

Pack a healthy lunch. 

Children who eat poorly and donôt take in enough calories have weaker immune systems and 

are more likely to pick up a cold or flu. Make sure your childôs lunch is healthy; pack fruit, 

veggie sticks and protein such as turkey sandwiches or peanut butter and jelly. Avoid filling 

the lunchboxes with empty calories from chips, sweets, crackers or processed lunchmeats load-

ed with fat.  Use cookie cutters to cut sandwiches into fun shapes.  For variety, make sand-

wiches using whole grain tortillas, bagels, or pitas. Add grated veggies to sandwiches or 

wraps.  Keep cold foods cold & hot foods hot.  Make sandwiches & prepare other items for 

lunches the night before so you are ready to go the next morning. 

 

Hang backpacks when in the restroom. 

Bathroom floors have invisible fecal matter on them so teach your child to hang their backpack 

on the hook. The same advice goes for purses. The bottoms of womenôs purses are pretty bad ï 

about 25% have fecal bacteria because women put it down on the floor in bathrooms. 

 

Pack tissues. 

Encourage your child to cover his nose or mouth when sneezing or coughing and after using a 

tissue, throw it away. 

 

ROBOTICS AT OLP 

The OLP Robotics teams will 

be competing in Kansas City 

qualifiers in November and 

December. 

 

Photo on left: 

Maria Rotert, front left, as-

sists a robotics team; students 

left to right are, Nathan 

Rotert, Garrett Ryan, Kimlan 

Phan, Jed Rellihan, and Kim-

berly Wagner. 
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Panthers in PE 

K-3
rd

 

Due to the gym space being utilized for church, the students will be spending a lot of time outside if 

the weather cooperates. So please have them dress in warm clothes! As of now the kiddos will be 

playing with the scooter-boards along with jump-rope and hula-hoop stations while we are inside. 

They are also continuing their running to get ready for their second go round with the half mile run 

coming up in December. 

4-8
th
 Archery 

The 4
th
 through 8

th
 grade classes have been on pins and 

needles waiting to start shooting the arrows. The last 2 

weeks we have taken a few minutes out of each PE class 

to go over the safety precautions that go along with the 

new archery unit. The students are learning how to carry 

the arrows properly, the whistle commands, how to pick up 

an arrow and properly nock the arrow to the bow, and how 

to safely walk through on an archery shooting range that 

will be located in our gym.   

Parents trained by the Missouri Conservation Department 

will be assisting in class instruction during this unit. I also 

want to invite any parent who would like to sit in on an ar-

chery class to observe the structure of the archery range, 

as well as the safety precautions put in place to ensure the 

safety of all of the 

students here at 

Presentation. 

I do ask that if you would like to come and observe to 

please email me ahead of time so I can have an area for 

you to sit that is out of the way, and be sure that you 

check in with the front office. You can choose to sit in on 

your childôs class or a different class if you like. 

Thank you all for everything you do! 

Will Mayle 

wmayle@presentation-parish.org  

Photos:  

Above: Lauren Chapman in archery class.   

Right: Kelly OôBrien assists Derrian Ford. 

mailto:wmayle@presentation-parish.org

