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Dear Parents, 

                This past weekend, Mrs. Naudet, Mr. Rieger, Mrs. Bass, Mrs. Rizzi and I joined others from our 
diocese on a two day planning retreat to establish the vision for the new Catholic high school in eastern 
Jackson County, scheduled to open in the fall of 2015 .  It was a long, but productive and exciting, two 
days.  As a result of the work of this committee, the following founding principles were established: 

The building’s design will: 

Be distinctly Catholic inspiring authentic expressions of adoration and the other expressions of 
faith in the students and staff by prominently positioning  the Chapel for maximum day-to-day 
visibility, providing inspirational artwork and Catholic artifacts throughout the building, and includ-
ing an entrance that unequivocally tells those who enter that this is a Catholic high school. 

                Reflect the international theme of the school including artwork and/or displays that reflects other 
cultures, ethnicity , or nationality. 

The curriculum and programs of the school will be designed to assure that: 

All students will learn the Catholic faith through its integration in all courses and apply that 
knowledge through opportunities to serve others within the school, the local community, the coun-
try, and internationally both now and throughout their lives. 

                Students are prepared to be faith-filled leaders both now and in their future pursuits. 

All students academically excel, are prepared for appropriate post-secondary educationally oppor-
tunities or career pathways, and are life-long learners and practitioners of knowledge. 

All teachers utilize instructional practices that incorporate current brained-based research, appro-
priate gender specific instructional research, develop higher order thinking skills, and other re-
search-based best instructional practices. 

The technology of the school will allow robust and appropriate connectivity between students, teachers, 
parents, and any international contacts necessary to fulfill the school’s mission. 

Service opportunities within the school, the surrounding community, and internationally will be provided and 
required of all students. 

A wide range of activities and athletics will be provided to assure the full development and involvement of all 
students enrolled at the school. 

Please keep the many people involved in the planning of the new diocesan high school in your prayers as we 
move forward in this process.   

Many thanks to PTO, the Golf tournament chairs and many volunteers on a fun and successful 
event.  $14, 600 was raised that will be used to support the school.   

Construction on the new addition has begun and we are gearing up for the renovation of our wor-
ship space.  Our first All School Mass in the gym  will be Monday, October 21st.  Please join us for our weekly 
Masses if your schedule permits. 

Thank you for your continued support of our school.  May God continue to bless us. 

Peace, 

Mrs. Jodi Briggs 

Principal 

Our Lady of the Presentation Catholic School 

"Inspiring spiritual and academic growth" 

Phone 816.251.1150  Fax 816.251.1155 
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September “Saint” of the Month 

Mother Teresa 

Dear Parents: 

You have probably noticed that the school construction project 
has begun on the south side of the school. We are excited about 
getting this project off the ground and looking forward to this new 
addition to our school. The space will eventually hold three new 
classrooms and a resource room. This project is a visible sign of 
the efforts of so many with the Kohl’s contest and the support of the parish commu-
nity through the recent Capital Campaign. The funds provided by both of these 
sources will improve our facilities and allow us to build upon the quality, Catholic 
education offered at Presentation. We appreciate all the support that has gotten us 
to this point. Thanks for your continued generosity. In the next couple of weeks we 
will also begin the renovation of the church. While we will experience some incon-
veniences during this time and have to make some adjustments, we also stay fo-
cused on the good things that will benefit our community when the projects are 
complete. Let us pray for patience and a spirit of unity as we share in this time of 
renovation and growth.    

Fr. Tom Holder 

Message from Father Tom 
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VERY IMPORTANT! 

To receive report cards, tuition must be paid 

through September . 

OLP Happenings 

October 

  8 Parish Quarter Raffle  
 14 Early Release/Spirit Day 
 14 End of First Quarter 
 14 7-8 grade Harvest Dance, St. John LL** 
 17-20   Book Fair, School Library ** 
 18 Report Cards (Tuition must be current) 
 18 Fall Program 2 pm for grades 3-5 
 19  Early Release/Spirit Day 
 19 Parent/Teacher Conferences 1-4 
 20 Early Release/Spirit Day 
 20 Parent Teacher Conferences 1:30-7
 21 No School  
 21 Trunk-or -Treat, 5-9, north parking lot **
 30 Open House at Catholic High Schools ** 
 31 STUCO dress down   
 31 Halloween parties, 2pm 
 
Early November 

 1 PTO Meeting 6:30 pm 
   
**Form or more information available in this 
publication. 
 
 

Mass With  

the Children 

Monday, October 10       

Lector:  Olivia Matlock  

Coordinating Class:  Mrs. Duncan 

Theme:  Our Lady of the Rosary 

 

Monday, October 17 

Lector:  Caden Gabel 

Coordinating Class:  Mrs. Russell 

Theme:  Saint Ignatious of Antioch  

 

Monday, October 24 

Lector:  Nathan Rotert  

Coordinating Class:  Mrs. Schuster 

Theme:  Saints Simon and Jude  

 

Tuesday, November 1 

Lector:  Undetermined at time of printing 

Coordinating Class:  Mrs. Lenihan  

Theme:  All Saints Day 

 
 

 

Peace and Blessings, 

Jo Engert 

Director of Religious Education 

Our Lady of the Presentation  

Fridge Worthy 

News 

Cut out on the dotted 

lines and keep on the 

fridge so you are  

IN the KNOW 

P A N T H E R  P R I N T S  

Diocese Appoints Ombudsman 

In June 2011, the diocese appointed 

and independent public liaison and om-

budsman to field and investigate all re-

ports of inappropriate behavior or sexu-

al misconduct by clergy, employees or 

volunteers.  To make a confidential re-

port to the ombudsman, please contact 

Jennifer Valenti, at (816) 812-2500. 
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Student Council Elections . . .  

Congratulations to the following students who will 
represent their classes this year on Student Council.  

4th Grade 

Mrs. Coleman - Braden Grindstaff 

Mrs. Reaka - Anthony Kratofil 

Ms. Weston - Carmella Bailey 

5th Grade 

Mrs. Feuerborn - Jacob Poletis  

Mrs. Russell - Peyton Hall 

6th Grade 

Mrs. Lock - Meghan Frerking 

Mrs. Memoly - Anna Erich  

Mrs. Rogers - Miranda Pietzsch 

7th Grade 

Mrs. Fletcher - Charlie Cornell 

Mr. Nyhan - Reagan Shatto  

Mrs. Vittorino - Anna Gutteridge 

8th Grade 

Mrs. Connors - Ryan Hardy 

Mr. Wright - Alex Niner 

 Submitted by Cassidy Schuster and Mrs. Mueller 

 

 
CARNIVAL PICTURES 

 
If anyone has any great carnival pictures,  Mrs. Lock would love for you to share those pics with her for the 
yearbook.  Please send your favorite 4-5 pictures to llock@presentation-parish.org.  If you have more than 
four or five,  feel free to send in a flash drive and she will return it to the front office asap! 
 

PAROCHIAL LEAGUE SPORTS CORNER 

Parents with students participating in a parochial league 
sport or a school sponsored organization (band, STUCO), 
please review the participation policy in the school hand-

Volleyball (all grades) 

10/10 (including MS) 

10/17 

10/24 (including MS) 

10/31 

11/7 (including MS) 

11/14 

This takes us through the 
City tournament  

Football (3
rd

 & 4
th

 

grades) 

10/10 

10/17 

Football (5
th

-8
th

 grades) 

10/10 (including MS) 

10/17 

10/24 (including MS) 

This takes us through City 
tournament 

Choristers 
OLP Choristers are always planning ahead. Parents of Second 

Graders think about your child joining Choristers in January. 

Also on October 15th, OLP Choristers will be singing for the 

4:30 Saturday Mass. They will help lead us to our temporary 

worship space in the gym.       Serving Christ, David Armstrong 

Parent Bulletin Board 

For exchange of school information among parents. 

Submit notices to aatwell@presentation-parish.org 

School Advisory Board  
What is happening at the SAB meetings?  You can find a 

full summary of the minutes from the September meeting 

by clicking on our school website:  http://presentation-
parish.org/school/School%20board/School%

20Board.htm.  The Board's next meeting will be Monday, 
Oct. 10th at 6:30 p.m.  in the Auditorium. Time is set 

aside at the beginning of each meeting for an Open Fo-
rum. Parents and parishioners are invited to attend the 

Open Forum, which is an opportunity for individuals to 

request discussion on  special topics. It works best if you 
contact the President, Tim Drake at tim-

drake6@yahoo.com,  in advance if you plan to attend the 
Open Forum about a specific issue.   

mailto:llock@presentation-parish.org
http://presentation-parish.org/school/School%20board/School%20Board.htm
http://presentation-parish.org/school/School%20board/School%20Board.htm
http://presentation-parish.org/school/School%20board/School%20Board.htm
mailto:timdrake6@yahoo.com
mailto:timdrake6@yahoo.com
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Counselor’s Corner  
Remember that small changes make a big difference! You do not have to make radical changes in your life 

for your efforts to count. There are plenty of opportunities that come your way every day. Be a peacemaker, 

stand up for the underdog, put a stop to vicious gossip, challenge racist attitudes, help enemies reconcile, 

encourage the goodness of others, comfort those in need, share what you have with others. You will never 

know the full effect of the goodness you put in the world but know you do make a difference.   

The character trait for October is “Honesty”. Honesty means being truthful and sincere. Honest people do 

not lie, cheat, or steal. “Put away all falsehood and tell your neighbor the truth.” (Ephesians 4:25) This char-

acter trait will be discussed in all of the classrooms through the month of October. I will be providing sto-

ries, activities, and discussion questions for the teachers to use on these character traits throughout the 

school year.  

Service Hours Update  
Our student’s strive to get the Presidential Service Award each year. In order to obtain this award I ask the 

students keep track of any service opportunities that they do throughout this school year. I will be offering 

many ideas in Panther Prints that the students have worked on either at school, home or the community. I 

gave each teacher a service tracking sheet to go home with each student this past week and a letter and 

tracking sheet to all of our new students. The service tracking sheets are also on the website or at the school 

office. I will collect the student’s hours in April and we will have an Awards Ceremony on May 7, 2012 

in church. I will also count service sheets with hours that are under 50 hours because I want to acknowledge 

and thank those students for providing service to our school and community. A student who obtains 50 -74 

hours will receive a Bronze Award. A student who obtains 75-99 hours will obtain the Silver Award and a 

student who obtains 100+ hours will receive the Gold Award. Last year our students had 11,842 service 

hours for their school, community and families. We are proud of all of our students. If you have any ques-

tions feel free to call me at 251-1118.  God Bless, Vicki Mueller 

Honesty 

The character trait for October  is “Honesty”.  Honesty means being truthful and sincere. Honest people do 

not lie, cheat, or steal.  This character trait will be discussed in all of the classrooms through the month of 

October.  I will be providing stories, activities, and discussion questions for the teachers to use on these 

character traits throughout the school year.  

  

Thought for the week: “Jesus, keep us honest when we are tempted.” 

 
Please mark your calendars for the largest 8th grade fundraiser during the school year. Trunk or Treat will 

be in the North Parking Lot on Friday, October 21 from 5:00-9:00. This is a safe and fun evening for our 

school families and community to trick or treat from one another’s trunks. There will be hotdog and sausage 

meals for sale so come and have dinner with us and have a safe evening with friends and families.  

The parking form is on the next page. 



 6 



 7 



 8 



 9 

100% of Catholic School 8 th  Graders  
Plan to Switch Schools Next Year but Don’t Know Where to Go 

Now You Know:  Open Houses Set for October 30  
 

Even though students just got back to school, Catholic high schools in the Diocese of Kansas City 

~ St. Joseph will be open on Sunday, October 30.  The event allows future students and parents 

to explore options of attending a Catholic high school.  

Guests can tour facilities and meet teachers, students and administrators at: 

¶ Archbishop O’Hara, 9001 James A. Reed Road, in Kansas City - 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

¶ Bishop LeBlond, 3529 Frederick, in St. Joseph - 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

¶ Cristo Rey of Kansas City, 211 W. Linwood, in Kansas City – Noon – 2 p.m. 

¶ Notre Dame de Sion, 10631 Wornall Road, in Kansas City – 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

¶ Rockhurst, 9301 State Line Road, in Kansas City – 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

¶ St. Mary, 622 North Main, in Independence – 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

¶ St. Pius X, 1500 NE 42nd Terrace, in Kansas City – 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

St. Teresa’s Academy, 5600 Main, in Kansas City – 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

“For many parents, the primary question is:  ‘Why should I send my child to a Catholic high 

school?’” said Dr. Daniel Peters, superintendent of schools.  “Among the most compelling facts is 

that 99% of last year’s graduates are now enrolled in college or university,” he said.   

Tracking confirms that 99.9% of the Class of 2011 met all academic requirements and received 

diplomas. At 24.8, Catholic high school students’ college entrance examination scores track well-

above the state average of 21.6. Numerous dual enrollment and Advanced Placement courses al-

lowed 67% of the class to achieve college credit as high school students. 

“We believe that our Catholic schools – from early childhood to high school – offer students an 

environment that helps them become competent, independent and productive members of their 

communities,” said Dr. Peters. 

Last fall, more than 5,000 people attended an open house. All schools are accredited and offer 

college preparatory curricula, extra-curricular activities and sports.   
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Auction  Class Projects  
It's time to start preparing for the perennial crowd favorite Class Projects for the 2012 Auction!  The Class Projects 

are a great way to get involved with your child's class and use your creativity to present a work of art to be cher-

ished for years to come!  Each classroom donates a project to the auction for bidding, with many of the grade levels 
having themes that they build from each year.  We are looking for a parent volunteer/or volunteers from each class-

room to head up the project.  If there is more than one volunteer from each classroom, I can put you in touch with 
the other parents to help coordinate the effort.  Please email Lori Meyer at  lorimariebailey@hotmail.com or 

call (816)623-3123 if you are interested in participating! 

mailto:lorimariebailey@hotmail.com
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Catholic Charities 

Hello! 

My name is Laura Hilliard, and I am with Uptown Resale in Lee’s Summit.  Uptown Resale is a thrift store featuring qual-
ity, gently used fashions and home goods. Proceeds from our store support the hope-filled programs of Catholic Chari-

ties, providing assistance to over 200,000 people a year in our community.   

Here at Uptown, it is our goal to reach out to the families in our area to let them know about the opportunity to save 

money while still getting quality merchandise, as well as the opportunity to volunteer for a wonderful organization. 

We have attached a coupon to encourage elementary school families to visit our store.   

Thank you, 

Laura Hilliard 
Uptown Resale  | Catholic Charities of Kansas City-St. Joseph 

PANTHER SHOP NEWS   

New and In Stock !!! 

¶ Stretchy, elastic HEADBANDS  - Black and Red, with White lettering - "PRESENTATION PANTHERS" and 

contrasting Paw Prints!  Sold in a 3-pack, $10.00. 

¶ ACRYLIC TUMBLER  - Clear, Insulated Tumbler with a Red, Acrylic Straw - sports a Black Panther, with 

Red Wording, "OUR LADY OF THE PRESENTATION * PANTHERS*," with red & black pin-striping!  $10.00. 

Coming soon to our October Sale Date, Thursday, October 20, Noon to 7 p.m., in the Auditorium:  

¶ The Panther Shop Boutique!   Sara and Sharon have been on a special buying mission - to bring some 

bling to OLP Girls and Moms.  We will have special one-time offer merchandise - not available for re-
order.  Perfect for Christmas gifts, (if you can stand not to keep it for yourself!). 

¶ Keep checking updates for availability of other new merchandise...  We're working on some new stuff for 

the Guys, too! 

As always - check out the Panther Shop Tab, under PTO, on the School Website for orders in-between sale 
dates! 
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COKE REWARDS 
Does your family drink Coke, Diet coke, Sprite, Powerade, Fresca, Dasani water, Minute Maid, Barqs, Pibb, Seagrams 

Ginger ale, and more??? 

If so, you can directly help OLP.  All you have to do is save the Coke Rewards code located inside every cardboard box 

these items come in, or under the cap of each bottle with a screw on cap.  You can either send them in to school, (we 
have a drawer right inside the front foyer right by the school office).  If you already enter your codes online, you can 

also donate your points directly to OLP.  It is super simple to do and our school can reap many, many rewards.   Please 

see the attached flyer for more details.  Print it out and hang it on your refrigerator so you can be reminded of all the 
products you can retrieve codes from.   Get family involved, Grandparents, neighbors, friends, etc.  Share the flyer with 

them.   

So far, OLP has over 4,000 points.  Lets keep that number growing!!!  Thank You so much for helping OLP. 
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